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(English Translation)

We would like to take this opportunity of the graduation
ceremony to express our sincere gratitude to our teachers for

their great advice and guidance.

During these five years when we were spending time as
students here at Kioi-no-mori, the world~ s situation has
changed drastically and our country has finally engaged in
war against the US and the UK. Our unmatched Imperial
Forces are invincible, beating self-proclaimed ¢ unsinkable?
battleships in the morning and destroying enemy fortresses
said to be impregnable in the evening. It took only a few
months since the start of the war for our forces to conquer
almost all of the Great East Asian territories. They wholly
expelled robust hostile forces that had ruled the expansive
area for 300 years, and went further to ¢ point a sword: at

their throat.

To quickly address this emergency of our country, the
graduation of us students has been accelerated, and just a few
days after graduation, most of us are replacing the pen with
the sword to get on the frontline of homeland defense in
military gear. It is our greatest honor to have an opportunity to
risk our lives for our country in the face of current historical

circumstances.

We are determined to make an all-out effort to live up to this

honorable obligation.

Looking back at the history of our school, I believe today is
the time when the school is facing development into early

adulthood.

In order for our school to maintain tradition and further
promote its unique culture, the current students are urged to
act based on self-awareness, which will only be built on your

intelligence, sound thoughts, and passion.

If you just live idly, indulging in the privilege of being a
student, and find nothing meaningful in your student life other
than your own ego and livelihood while many of your peers
are shedding blood and overcoming sickness to work hard for
their country, that means you are exploiting your position as a
representative of numerous peers for personal gain and vanity.

Modern adolescents with social conscience should not take

such an odious attitude.

It is needless to say that such shameless students would see no

bright future ahead in society.

So we hope that you will take the lead in developing a healthy,
vibrant culture in Kioi-no-mori. We strongly wish that you
will firmly work together with young enthusiasm to make up a
vigorous school community. By so doing, you will not only
provide a bright light for the future of the school, but also
fulfill obligations as a student that are owed to the country and
society. Furthermore, doing so is an essential requirement for
your own development in the future. Becoming such a student

is all about becoming a student most demanded by society.

I expect you to deeply understand this is exactly what wartime

students have to do.

We are also prepared to devote our full strength in the
battlefront and homefront with an awareness of our

responsibility as seniors.

Going forward, we will navigate these advancing times by
honing the knowledge learned, cultivating our characters, and
showing the spirit of love and sacrifice to our homeland and

humankind.

Our unwavering intention is to rush into a new world with an
awareness of the global mission of Japanese people, using

creative intelligence.

Also, as mighty guards of our country with an authentic
Japanese spirit, we are determined to devote our lives to the

development of the Japanese Empire.

Lastly, let us again express our deep gratefulness to our
teachers for their kind and warm guidance. And we would like

them to continue providing support even after we graduate.

We also wish the current students will care about their health,
study even more diligently, and join us in society after

graduation.

September 25, 1942

Graduate representative Munakata Iwao



